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Bensenville, Ill.
June 8, 1934.

My Dear President Roosevelt:

Msy I ask you to help me? I was born and raised in this country
of curs and was always taught a love of justice and decemey. I am the mother
of five children - the oldest is 10 yeers. My baby is 18 momths, I still wont
to teach my babies the prineipals and fundements of being & zood American, May

I tell you my stozry? I

In December of 1933 my husband (who is employed on the reilroad
here in Bensenville} started to sdll wimes and liquors as & side line. He stopped
peyments on the home we were buying end started %o run around with women, He
abused me and the children saying he hated us. I had to have him arrested amd
pleced unjer & peace bond to forece him to stey hers. Hs was planning to run away
with this woman,
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STy, W& town ca!.loi““im *CFrovo. "By the queerasf way Xk foum
hehadcmittodb:lm 1 had to move as I was amnoyed so much at night and all
kinds of mean things done to me end my children. In moving out here in Bensenville
I thought I was moving away from it all and I found myself in the midst of the whole
crovid.

When I went to the county im which he was married and verified my
thoushts, I went to the States ittorney's office for help., I saw the license =nd
it wes his signsture, (You see when he was at home he always kept telling me he
wanted a divorce. I couldn't at the time understand why.) He even mnt so far as
wstyirldidn't give him one he would commit bigeiy.

The man in the States ittormey's office (called Mr, Meyers) listemed
to my story and issued a warrant for his arrest. He had married unier the name of
Arthur.{His given neme wes Walter). They locked him up. All the time he was
locked up his friends kept ammoying me amd the childremn. If I went to the store
they would come end kmock on the doors and windows and frighten my children to death.
Every time the children's daddy visited us he had a man along and he would only sty
a short time,

The triel case up. I was not given a chance to tell my story. The
TJudge was & Judge Johnson. The States Attormey's office appointed me 2 lawyer.
He nsked for o contimuance until the 6th of June to glve them & chance to try te
_ find this Arthur Peterson so he said. Well 1 al=ec ssid %o me you osvch lidm living
with this women and we will arrest them both., You see she is & married woman with
3 children. I hed everything ready and whem I called the Poliee they laughed at mo
and told me to cell the Sttes Attormey's offic:. So I went back to My, Myers and
told him. He listened egain and said that the Police were slow in finding out
things and he would look it up and come &and see me londay sure, He never came.
The 6th of Jume ceame &nd I called up the Judge and he told me the case was postponed
$111 the 20th of Jume, My husband was supposed to puy me 340 (by & court order on
every 2nd end 18th of the month, We rec'd nothing on the 2nd. Uy babies were
hungry. We had no bread for 3 deys. Iy beighbors peve me soue. On the 6th day
my husband comes and gives me $20. his order was issued in the County of Cook
where I was living et that time.

When I protested to my lawyer in Chicego he seld I was foolish %o
press the bigamy charge., I wouldn't receive no momey and anyhow I couldn't have
him tried onm that as this was a different county., Iy husband said he would pay
me $5 more and he had to pay the lawyer 25, That noney was pald Tor somathing.
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My children and I must suffer for his wrong. When he came the last time he

telked 1ike he was going to take my bables from me, He doesn't love those children
ifr, President ~ he just pretends %o. :
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President Roosevelt I deerly love my babfes. I have always tried to
be a good monther end wife. It is not of maldee that I wish %o press these charges. |
It is purely 2 love of truth and right#ousness. \

IT people in our country (americans) m do such things and get away ]1
with it, then we do not need laws and ete. If I went some place and tried to be |
alone with these kiddies I could not get help from the county.

1
Will you please help s mother who is only trying to do richte He {,1

has protection from the Poliee. They tell me I 7o 1 an nob. If weu were
Yo _tolk to me you Would imowl s €Sllime you bhe-—truth, 2 ZIOLT lMuy people in l
Vil town seem to kmow he has don this end are helping him in protecting him from
6:‘;( the law, They scem to think 1% funny end smart. To me it is & serious thing and
5',", :

& mighty wrong to the children, myself and himself. 3
Today I found the case had been dismissed, Without & hearing and g
me understanding it to ecome up on the 20th.

Mr, President, as a citizen I think I 2m entitled t0 my rightfull
dues. At the rate he is going he will soon think he is a law unto himself emd
m.mm-mutw&n-mtm-wmmmm :
Justiee is being ldiculed in this case end the law I alvays understood wes to |
be respected.

. I vant to keep my falth in my Country . I want to love and respect
1ts laws end I want elso to have my babies to eare for amd +o raise as respectful
citizeys of our United Efates it if this wrong goes unheeded the next oms will be
ToTse. \

I will be so anxiously awaiting an early reply.

With & mother's dearest wish for your good heelth and wonderful work
to continue, I remain .

— — e Jiogt BinORTERYE s
(signed) Mys. Welter M, Peterson. X
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